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50 ' VOTES axp PROCEEDINGS, Ocrozxr, 1780.

forcible manner to the minifter of France, and urge the propricty, indeed the neceflity, of a poft

being taken and fortified, and a ftrong ficet ftationed within our capes, to cruife occafionally on
the coaft. Your knowledge of the importance of the trade carried through this bay, and of the
many advantages which would refult to France and the United States from prote&ing the com=
merce and agriculture of Maryland and Virginia, and the convenience of the ftation for inter-
cepting the enemy’s communication between New-York and South-Carolina and Georgia, ren-
ders it needlefs for us to adduce-arguments in proof of the utility or necetlity of the meafure.

" Judging from our knowledge of the ability and refources of this ftate to raife men and money,
and the belt information we can acquire of the numbers, abilities, and refources, of the others,
we cannot but be of opinion we are greatly over-rated, and therefore inftru& you to move in
congrefs, that the quota of this ftatc in men and money may be leflened. ’

he frequent altions our troops have been engaged in thinned our line, and the late difaf-
¢rous batile near Camden has added confiderably to their former loffes. It is not in the power
of this Rate to fill up the vacancies occafioned by fuch untoward events ; we think that the defi-
ciency in the army of the confederated ftates, occafioned by fickne(s and the fword during a cam-
paign, ought to be divided among the feveral ftates, in proportion to the original quotas afigned
to each. nlefs fuch a rule be adopted, it may happen, that one ftate may be called upen to
raife a double proportion of men, to fill up for the loffes of the preceding campaign. The ine-
quality of fuch a rule is evident, and, if perfifted in, may occafion the -officers, tender of the
interefts of their particular ftates, and commanding their refpe&ive quotas, to be more fparing of
their men. We need not point out the confequences which would follow,

We find, by the late arrangement of the army, that it is propofed to raife forty-two thoufand
men for the approaching campaign. How far it may be in the power of the United States to
raife, cloath and pay fo many, we fhall not undertake to determine ; we can only fpeak of the
ability of this ftate, which we fincerely believe cannot nearly raife and keep up her afligned quota
of that number. When requifitions are -made by congrefs exceeding the ability of the ftates,
difappointment and defpondency are the fure and natura} effeéts. Overftrained exertions leave
a ‘nation in a ftate of languor and debility; the meafure of defence ought to be propore
tioned to the powers of attack ; we hope the ftrength of our enemy, fo long bafled and’ often
difgraced, does not make fuch a great force neceflary ; if it does, we could wifh that our real
§ituation fhould be made known to his Moft Chriftian Majefty, with the firongeft folicitations

for additional troops ; we fhall be fo far from entertaining any apprehenfions or jealoufies from

fuch a meafure, that we fhould retain the decpeft fenfe of the obligation, if enough were fent to
put a fpeedy and happy end to the war.

Which were read, aflented to, and fent to the houfe of delegates by Samuel Hughes, Efq;

Mefficurs J. Stevenfon and Duckett, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident &
biil, entitled, An aé to fecure difaffe@ed perfons, endoifed ; ¢ By the houfe of delegates, Fe-
¢ bruary 2, 1781 : Read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order and will pafs.

| ““ By order, - -F. GREEN, clk.”
Meflieurs Hindman and Whitely, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the prefident the

following refolution : , s
Br Tag HOUSE or DELEGATES, Feeruvarr 2, 1781

Whereas this ftate is indebted on certificates, and otherwife, for loans, goods, and provifions,
furnithed on credit, fervices performed, and provifions taken for public ufe, which have not been
paid for agreeable to the intention of the legiflature, or expeQation of the creditors ; this general
affembly, defirous of doing juftice to all, _ '

REesoLve, That they will, at the next feflion, liquidate and afcertain all juft claims that may
then be unfatisfied againt this ftate, and if they fhall not have means within their power to
make immediate fatisfalion, will reduce them to a real ftandard, according'to the value at the
time the payment ought to have been made, and will allow intereft from fuch time; and to
enable the legiflature to do the juftice intended, thofe who have certificates given by any -perfon,
except the treafurer, are requetted to fend copies thereof to the auditor-general, who is to make
a lift thereof, and to lay the fame, with the copies he may reecive, before the %mwﬂ affembly,

By order, | . GREEN, clk.

Which was read and aﬂ'énted to.

Meflicurs' Hungerford and Alexander, from the houfe of delegates, deliver to the pfcﬁdent the
following refolutions: , ‘ .

Br tux HOUSE or DELEGATES, Fisnvary 25 1781,

Resorvep, That this legiflature bighly approve the {pirited and a&ive behaviour of major
Steward, ‘in fitting out the ﬁoop Porpoile for a cruife againft the enemy infefting the bay; they
regret the accident which feparated him in the A&ive, after her capture, from the Porpoife, be-
fore her fevere confli@ with the Hibernia, of much fuperior force. : | \

. REsoLVED,




